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SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This subchapter is referred to in section 1321 of this 

title. 

§ 2701. Definitions 

For the purposes of this Act, the term— 
(1) ‘‘act of God’’ means an unanticipated 

grave natural disaster or other natural phe-
nomenon of an exceptional, inevitable, and ir-
resistible character the effects of which could 
not have been prevented or avoided by the ex-
ercise of due care or foresight; 

(2) ‘‘barrel’’ means 42 United States gallons 
at 60 degrees fahrenheit; 

(3) ‘‘claim’’ means a request, made in writ-
ing for a sum certain, for compensation for 
damages or removal costs resulting from an 
incident; 

(4) ‘‘claimant’’ means any person or govern-
ment who presents a claim for compensation 
under this subchapter; 

(5) ‘‘damages’’ means damages specified in 
section 2702(b) of this title, and includes the 
cost of assessing these damages; 

(6) ‘‘deepwater port’’ is a facility licensed 
under the Deepwater Port Act of 1974 (33 
U.S.C. 1501–1524); 

(7) ‘‘discharge’’ means any emission (other 
than natural seepage), intentional or uninten-
tional, and includes, but is not limited to, 
spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting, 
emptying, or dumping; 

(8) ‘‘exclusive economic zone’’ means the 
zone established by Presidential Proclamation 
Numbered 5030, dated March 10, 1983, including 
the ocean waters of the areas referred to as 
‘‘eastern special areas’’ in Article 3(1) of the 
Agreement between the United States of 
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics on the Maritime Boundary, signed 
June 1, 1990; 

(9) ‘‘facility’’ means any structure, group of 
structures, equipment, or device (other than a 
vessel) which is used for one or more of the 
following purposes: exploring for, drilling for, 
producing, storing, handling, transferring, 
processing, or transporting oil. This term in-
cludes any motor vehicle, rolling stock, or 
pipeline used for one or more of these pur-
poses; 

(10) ‘‘foreign offshore unit’’ means a facility 
which is located, in whole or in part, in the 
territorial sea or on the continental shelf of a 
foreign country and which is or was used for 
one or more of the following purposes: explor-
ing for, drilling for, producing, storing, han-
dling, transferring, processing, or transporting 
oil produced from the seabed beneath the for-
eign country’s territorial sea or from the for-
eign country’s continental shelf; 

(11) ‘‘Fund’’ means the Oil Spill Liability 
Trust Fund, established by section 9509 of title 
26; 

(12) ‘‘gross ton’’ has the meaning given that 
term by the Secretary under part J of title 46; 

(13) ‘‘guarantor’’ means any person, other 
than the responsible party, who provides evi-
dence of financial responsibility for a respon-
sible party under this Act; 

(14) ‘‘incident’’ means any occurrence or se-
ries of occurrences having the same origin, in-
volving one or more vessels, facilities, or any 
combination thereof, resulting in the dis-
charge or substantial threat of discharge of 
oil; 

(15) ‘‘Indian tribe’’ means any Indian tribe, 
band, nation, or other organized group or com-
munity, but not including any Alaska Native 
regional or village corporation, which is recog-
nized as eligible for the special programs and 
services provided by the United States to Indi-
ans because of their status as Indians and has 
governmental authority over lands belonging 
to or controlled by the tribe; 

(16) ‘‘lessee’’ means a person holding a lease-
hold interest in an oil or gas lease on lands be-
neath navigable waters (as that term is de-
fined in section 1301(a) of title 43) or on sub-
merged lands of the Outer Continental Shelf, 
granted or maintained under applicable State 
law or the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act 
(43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.); 

(17) ‘‘liable’’ or ‘‘liability’’ shall be construed 
to be the standard of liability which obtains 
under section 1321 of this title; 

(18) ‘‘mobile offshore drilling unit’’ means a 
vessel (other than a self-elevating lift vessel) 
capable of use as an offshore facility; 

(19) ‘‘National Contingency Plan’’ means the 
National Contingency Plan prepared and pub-
lished under section 1321(d) of this title or re-
vised under section 105 of the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9605); 


